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PORT, AIR, & SPACE...
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In Hancock County, living comfortably is within reach, as the county’s
cost of living is 16.6% lower than the national average.

With a median household income of $56,436 in 2024 and an average
cost of living at $39,002 per year, residents can enjoy a good quality of
life without breaking the bank. Plus, with the 2024 average home sale
price at $270,000, buying a home is still an affordable option for many.

Overall Cost of Living Index of Major Nearby Areas
US Average :100
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WECONOMY

PORT

Hancock County, Mississippi, is a dynamic economic hub
driven by its strategic location and specialized industries.
The county’s economy is anchored by three key pillars:
TOU Rl RKU YTRTU

Port Bienville Industrial Park provides vital access to global
markets, supporting logistics, manufacturing, and
maritime industries. Stennis International Airport serves as
a growing center for aerospace operations, business
aviation, and cargo transport. Meanwhile, NASA’s Stennis
Space Center, one of the nation’s premier rocket engine
test facilities, fuels innovation in space exploration and
attracts cutting-edge research and

technology companies.
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FHancock Countl

K-12TH GRADE
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JRKTOTS Z0NIK5U. biyYysTTS 3 R ZRnjJk YOU AY0fOKY [URUIKOUY OVWUOBKY R
AURf5z 07 UUNTRBIOKR] RkU TRIUUU OUNPIOT KUKS OTTOUSIKISOY 3k R
YITTOUSND RKU YOUARIT, 523katkY TOK KIIKISU

uURUf xInPl ZOKKIIKBU Z010YU, Y JRKTOTS Z0NKSU ZRKTIY TUONnjoOUY R
Osnjdiy0 IRKYU Of RTROUKIT RkU TRUIOUY SUTZKITR! TIOYURKY SKTHIOKY
RYYOTSR5U OUYVOUY RkO AOUsYOUTU SUIRIKIKY TUUSTRUY These programs
equip students with the skills needed to excel in higher education or
seamlessly transition into the workforce, meeting the demands of today’s
evolving job market.

¥7U ZONK3U ¥IB5I0K 1YYBYSRKTU UlOYUIRK ~ Z¥1u- YIITTOUSUO0 U JRKTOTO
/01K uoUs RkU JRISOU ZOKKHYIOK TIIIsZU0U UkZRKTUY RTTUYYVSH50 SU
ZUITSKY TOnU 518550k TOYSY RS uURUf x8njdl ZOKKIIKBU Z01f0YU YoU UsYs{U
VOY0UKSY 0 JRKTOTS TONKSU This initiative makes higher education more
attainable for students who might otherwise face financial barriers,
reinforcing the county’s commitment to education at every level
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YIIkUskY UKYNILOY 52R5 R AWOU URKYU OY tOYOIUTUY TUIOYIRKY RKU
5UTZKOI0YU RIU RnRYRS(U 50 520 TUSHT T0YSUBKY R TSIV OF TOKSKIOIY
URIKIKY TUOR3NjSU RkU TOKKIIKBU UKYRYUKUKS From early childhood
literacy programs to technology workshops and research support, the
library plays an essential role in the lives of residents of all ages.
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-JOHN BRDECKA
HANCOCK COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Second Saturdays in Full Swing

The Second Saturday of every month, Old Town Bay St. Louis and the
Depot District come alive with families, bustling galleries, and busy
restaurants. New art shows, live music at 100 Men Hall, and special shop
events attract visitors from across the region. While Old Town stays
vibrant year-round, this beloved weekend event has been a favorite for
over two decades.

A Community That Celebrates Together

Hancock County thrives on a strong sense of community, where locals
come together to celebrate culture, art, and tradition. Festivals and
events foster connections between neighbors and invite visitors to
experience the area’s unique charm. This spirit of togetherness fuels an
event-packed calendar, keeping the county buzzing all year long.

Seasonal Festivities and Local Traditions

The excitement continues with Carnival season and Mardi Gras, a
tradition that brings color and music to the streets. As spring arrives,
home and garden tours and the Arts Alive! festival highlight the county’s
beauty. Every third Wednesday, the Depot hosts live entertainment, a
chance for everyone to come fogether to celebrate life and unwind.

Flavors That Bring People Together

Food festivals are a key part of Hancock County’s culture. From St. Rose's
BBQ and Blues Festival to St. Clare’s Seafood Festival and the Our Lady of
the Gulf CrabFest, these events celebrate local flavors and bring the
community together. In May, Pirate Day in the Bay offers a fun, family-
friendly tribute to the area’s swashbuckling past - an annual fradition the
locals love.

Fall Fun and Coastal Cruising

Fall brings the Hancock County Fair and Diamondhead’s Arts and Crafts
Festival. In October, Cruisin’ the Coast draws classic car enthusiasts for a
weeklong celebration of automotive history - something that visitors from
near and far flock to see.

A Heartwarming Holiday Season

Every year wraps up with Snowflakes in the Bay and the Christmas
Parade, filling Hancock County with holiday cheer. WIth every season
that passes, the county thrives just a little more on these shared
traditions, making this community a truly special place to call home.
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If | didn’t already live here, this is where | would
move. You can leave your doors unlocked, you can
let your kids run around—it’s a very safe place to
raise your family.

-JERILYN DRYDEN

DIAMONDHEAD RESIDENT









