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In Hancock County, living comfortably is within reach, as the county’s
cost of living is 16.6% lower than the national average.

With a median household income of $56,436 in 2024 and an average
cost of living at $39,002 per year, residents can enjoy a good quality of
life without breaking the bank. Plus, with the 2024 average home sale
price at $270,000, buying a home is still an affordable option for many.
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Thriving E C O N O M Y
Hancock County, Mississippi, is a dynamic economic hub
driven by its strategic location and specialized industries.

The county’s economy is anchored by three key pillars: 
ƬƠƯƼ̤ ŔƁƯ̤ ŔƙŨ ƳƬŔŢỤ̆ 

Port Bienville Industrial Park provides vital access to global
markets, supporting logistics, manufacturing, and

maritime industries. Stennis International Airport serves as
a growing center for aerospace operations, business

aviation, and cargo transport. Meanwhile, NASA’s Stennis
Space Center, one of the nation’s premier rocket engine

test facilities, fuels innovation in space exploration and
attracts cutting-edge research and 

technology companies. 
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Hancock County is also emerging as a hub
for defense and blue technology, a sector
focused on using innovative technology to
promote the sustainability and health of
ocean ecosystems while boosting
economic growth—an ideal setting for
companies and research organizations
working on solutions like clean energy,
sustainable fishing, and ocean
conservation.

With thriving
industries in Port, 
Air and Space,
Hancock County
businesses employ
an average of
20,700 people
annually, and the
area boasts an
unemployment
rate of just 3.0%

16Photo source: https://msnewsgroup.com/
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LEARNERS
For the lifelong 
JŔƙŢƠŢƏ /ƠǁƙƼṲ̌ bƁƳƳƁƳƳƁƬƬƁ̤ ƁƳ Ŕ žŔǌŬƙ ŶƠƯ ƒƁŶŬƒƠƙŸ ƒŬŔƯƙŬƯƳ̤ ƠŶŶŬƯƁƙŸ Ŕ
ǍŬŔƒƼž ƠŶ ŬŨǁŢŔƼƁƠƙŔƒ ŔƙŨ ŢŔƯŬŬƯ ŨŬǌŬƒƠƬƘŬƙƼ ƠƬƬƠƯƼǁƙƁƼƁŬƳ Ɓƙ Ŕ
ƳǁƬƬƠƯƼƁǌŬ ŔƙŨ ŶƠƯǍŔƯŨ̺ƼžƁƙƏƁƙŸ ŢƠƘƘǁƙƁƼỤ̌

uŬŔƯƒ xƁǌŬƯ /ƠƘƘǁƙƁƼǓ /ƠƒƒŬŸŬ͈Ƴ JŔƙŢƠŢƏ /ƠǁƙƼǓ /ŔƘƬǁƳ ƬƯƠǌƁŨŬƳ Ŕ
ŨƁǌŬƯƳŬ ƯŔƙŸŬ ƠŶ ŔŢŔŨŬƘƁŢ ŔƙŨ ŢŔƯŬŬƯ̺ƼŬŢžƙƁŢŔƒ ƬƯƠŸƯŔƘƳ̤ ƁƙŢƒǁŨƁƙŸ
ŔƳƳƠŢƁŔƼŬ ŨŬŸƯŬŬƳ ŔƙŨ ǍƠƯƏŶƠƯŢŬ ƼƯŔƁƙƁƙŸ ŢŬƯƼƁŶƁŢŔƼŬƳ̣ These programs
equip students with the skills needed to excel in higher education or
seamlessly transition into the workforce, meeting the demands of today’s
evolving job market.

¥žŬ /ƠǁƙƼǓ ¥ǁƁƼƁƠƙ !ƳƳƁƳƼŔƙŢŬ uƯƠŸƯŔƘ ̴/¥!ṳ̵ ƳǁƬƬƠƯƼŬŨ šǓ JŔƙŢƠŢƏ
/ƠǁƙƼǓ uƠƯƼ ŔƙŨ JŔƯšƠƯ /ƠƘƘƁƳƳƁƠƙ̤ ŶǁƯƼžŬƯ ŬƙžŔƙŢŬƳ ŔŢŢŬƳƳƁšƁƒƁƼǓ šǓ
žŬƒƬƁƙŸ ŢƠǌŬƯ ƼǁƁƼƁƠƙ ŢƠƳƼƳ ŔƼ uŬŔƯƒ xƁǌŬƯ /ƠƘƘǁƙƁƼǓ /ƠƒƒŬŸŬ ŶƠƯ ŬƒƁŸƁšƒŬ
ƯŬƳƁŨŬƙƼƳ ƠŶ JŔƙŢƠŢƏ ŢƠǁƙƼỤ̌ This initiative makes higher education more
attainable for students who might otherwise face financial barriers,
reinforcing the county’s commitment to education at every leveḷ

.ŬǓƠƙŨ ŶƠƯƘŔƒ ŬŨǁŢŔƼƁƠƙ̤ ƼžŬ JŔƙŢƠŢƏ /ƠǁƙƼǓ \ƁšƯŔƯǓ |ǓƳƼŬƘ ƳƼŔƙŨƳ ŔƳ Ŕ
šŬŔŢƠƙ ŶƠƯ ƏƙƠǍƒŬŨŸŬ ƳŬŬƏŬƯƳ̣ MƼ ƁƳ ƏƙƠǍƙ ŶƠƯ ƁƼƳ ƠǁƼƳƼŔƙŨƁƙŸ ƳŬƯǌƁŢŬƳ ŔƙŨ
ƳƼƯƠƙŸ ƒƠŢŔƒ ŸƠǌŬƯƙƘŬƙƼ ƳǁƬƬƠƯƼ̤ ǍƁƼž Ŕ ŢƠƙƼƯƁšǁƼƁƠƙ ƠŶ ͗˟ˡ̣ˡ˜ ƬŬƯ
ƯŬƳƁŨŬƙƼ ̽ ƼžŬ žƁŸžŬƳƼ ƬŬƯ ŢŔƬƁƼŔ ŶǁƙŨƁƙŸ ƒŬǌŬƒ Ɓƙ ƼžŬ ƳƼŔƼỤ̆ ¥žƁƳ ƯƠšǁƳƼ
ŶǁƙŨƁƙŸ ŬƙƳǁƯŬƳ ƼžŔƼ Ŕ ǍƁŨŬ ƯŔƙŸŬ ƠŶ ƯŬƳƠǁƯŢŬƳ̤ ƬƯƠŸƯŔƘƳ̤ ŔƙŨ
ƼŬŢžƙƠƒƠŸǓ ŔƯŬ ŔǌŔƁƒŔšƒŬ ƼƠ ƼžŬ ƬǁšƒƁŢ̤ ŶƠƳƼŬƯƁƙŸ Ŕ ŢǁƒƼǁƯŬ ƠŶ ŢƠƙƼƁƙǁƠǁƳ
ƒŬŔƯƙƁƙŸ̤ ŢƯŬŔƼƁǌƁƼṲ̌ ŔƙŨ ŢƠƘƘǁƙƁƼǓ ŬƙŸŔŸŬƘŬƙƼ̣ From early childhood
literacy programs to technology workshops and research support, the
library plays an essential role in the lives of residents of all ages.
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Second Saturdays in Full Swing
The Second Saturday of every month, Old Town Bay St. Louis and the

Depot District come alive with families, bustling galleries, and busy
restaurants. New art shows, live music at 100 Men Hall, and special shop

events attract visitors from across the region. While Old Town stays
vibrant year-round, this beloved weekend event has been a favorite for

over two decades.

A Community That Celebrates Together
Hancock County thrives on a strong sense of community, where locals

come together to celebrate culture, art, and tradition. Festivals and
events foster connections between neighbors and invite visitors to

experience the area’s unique charm. This spirit of togetherness fuels an
event-packed calendar, keeping the county buzzing all year long.

Seasonal Festivities and Local Traditions
The excitement continues with Carnival season and Mardi Gras, a

tradition that brings color and music to the streets. As spring arrives,
home and garden tours and the Arts Alive! festival highlight the county’s

beauty. Every third Wednesday, the Depot hosts live entertainment, a
chance for everyone to come together to celebrate life and unwind.

Flavors That Bring People Together
Food festivals are a key part of Hancock County’s culture. From St. Rose’s
BBQ and Blues Festival to St. Clare’s Seafood Festival and the Our Lady of

the Gulf CrabFest, these events celebrate local flavors and bring the
community together. In May, Pirate Day in the Bay offers a fun, family-

friendly tribute to the area’s swashbuckling past - an annual tradition the
locals love.

Fall Fun and Coastal Cruising
Fall brings the Hancock County Fair and Diamondhead’s Arts and Crafts
Festival. In October, Cruisin’ the Coast draws classic car enthusiasts for a

weeklong celebration of automotive history - something that visitors from
near and far flock to see.

A Heartwarming Holiday Season
Every year wraps up with Snowflakes in the Bay and the Christmas

Parade, filling Hancock County with holiday cheer. WIth every season
that passes, the county thrives just a little more on these shared

traditions, making this community a truly special place to call home.

LIVING
Community
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I f  I  d i d n ’ t  a l r e a d y  l i v e  h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  w h e r e  I  w o u l d
m o v e .  Y o u  c a n  l e a v e  y o u r  d o o r s  u n l o c k e d ,  y o u  c a n
l e t  y o u r  k i d s  r u n  a r o u n d — i t ’ s  a  v e r y  s a f e  p l a c e  t o
r a i s e  y o u r  f a m i l y .

- J E R I L Y N  D R Y D E N  
   D I A M O N D H E A D  R E S I D E N T
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